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December 18, 2015

To General Counsel , Federal Election Commission
999 E. Street NW Washington D.C.

Re: MUR #6861
Dear Sir or Madame;

[ am an attorney in Memphis, Tennessee . | write on belhalf of M. Latroy Williams (Mr.
Williams) with regard to the above-referenced claim #6861. Mr. Williams operates a
series of limited liability companies in Shelby County, Tennessee, functioning mainly as
local political clubs. These political clubs work closely with candidates at all levels of the
local elections for judgeships, congressional seats; court clerk, county commissioners city
council and -others t§ develop support for the candidates and their platforms . The clubs
are all propeily incorporated pursuant to Tennessee state incorporations statutes and
function during the election season as a source of information about the candidates: A
plethora of Shelby County organizations, including the Cohen campaign, produce a ballot.
to disseminate information about the candidates for local elections and to vocalize their

support for one or several of these candidates. As noted above, Mr. Williams operates the



Shelby County Democratic Club, The Shelby county De_m0créti_c Party, The Memphis
Democratic club and the National Democratic Party of the U.S.A .He issues ballots for
these organizations. During the election cycle, along with his ballots, a participant in _
Shelby county elections would find a ballot similar to Mr. Williams ballots from the Former
Democratic Party chairmen’s Ballot (Exhibit 1) A ballot from the Republican Party of
Shelby county(Exhibit 2Congreessman Cohen’s Democratic Ballot (Exhibit 3) The Official
Shelby County Coalition of Democrat’s ballot(Exhibit 4) The Memphis AFL-CIO Labor
Council Official Ballot (Exhibit 5) The National Bar Association Ben Jones chapter official
Judicial Ballot (Exhibité). . Mr. Cohen himself produces a ballot that urges the resident to
ask for a Democratic ballot, whatever that is. (Exhibit 7). Then there is the Harold ford
Sr.(former congressman prior to Mr Cohen) Election Day Ballot for the Federal and State
Republican and Democratic Primary Election and the Shelby county General Eléction
Shelby County Tennessee (Exhibit 8) Next there is the Official Shelby County coalition of
Democrats Ballot (Exhibit 9). Finally there is the Official Ballot of the Greater Memphis
Dem_ocratic club, Inc. (Exhibit 10) Each one purports to be the official ballot .To single
out Mr. Williams out of the multitude of ballots floating around Shelby County at election
time is unfair and inexplicable. Moreover Mr. Williams in none -of the four organizations
that he controls, ever associates himself with nor does he mention the Democratic
National Committee. Mr. Williams never labels himself the “official” anything. We
beﬁeve these malicious accusations of fraudulent activity to be an effort to eliminate
political opposition and an abuse of the Federal Election Commission. In a heated political

cohtes‘t, fear of losing does not justify unfounded allegations of fraud and the abuse of



official administrative agencies for political gain. We believe these allegations of fraud to
be an effort to use the Federal Election Commiission in a political maneuver to
eliminate competing political speech, speech which our supreme court has said is to be

afforded the highest levels of protection. . The court noted in Ev v. San Francisco County

Demociatic Cent, Comm., 489 U.S. 214, 223, 109 S. Ct. 1013, 1020, 103 L. Ed. 2d

271, 282, 1989 U.S. LEXIS 1042, *18-19, 57 U.S.L.W. 4251 (LL.S. 1989)” We
have recognized repeatedly that "debate on the qualifications of candidates [is] integral to

the operation of the system of government established by our Constitution." &_/c/r_/e;_l V.

| Valeo, 424 U.S. 1, 14 (1976) (per curiam); see also NAACPv. Claiborne Hardware

Co., 458 U.S. 886, 913 (1982); Caréyv. Brown, 447 U.S. 455, 467 (1980);

Garrisonv. Louisiana, 379 U.S. 64, 74-75 (1964). Indeed, the First Amendment "has
its fullest and most urgent application" to speech uttered during a campaign for political

office. Monitor Patriot Co. v. Roy, 401 U.S. 265, 272 (1971); see also Millsv.

Alabama, 384 U.S. 214, 218 (1966). Free discussion about candidates for public office

is no less critical before a primary than before- a general election. Cf. Storerv: Brown, 415

U.S. 724, 735 (1974); Smithv. Allwright, 321 U.S. 649, 666 (1944); United States

v. Classic, 313 U.S. 299, 314 (1941). In both instances, the "election campaign is a
means of disseminating ideas as well as attaining political office." /Minois Bd. of Elections,
supra, at 186. The accusation that Mr. Williams is misleading anyone is patently false. As
noted above, none of Mr. Williams’ literature mentions the Democratic National
committee, nor does Mr. Williams ever designate his ballot as the “official ballot” while

many of the other ballots distributed wholesale during Shelby County elections freely
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designate. themselves as the “official ballot”. For these reasons, we réspectfully ask that

you dismiss the unfounded and baseless complaint against Mr. Williams.

Paul 'l.{ob'l;n_sg'n Jr.

LR e s L LAY . vekee mesimasmn . veata . Mt
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EXHIBIT /

FORMER DEMOCRATIC PARTY CHAIRMEN'S BALLOT

PLEASE VOTE TO RETAIN ALL SUPREME COURT & APPELI.ATE (0UR7 JUSTICES

Dear Shalby County Voter,

We (Van and David) were prompted to put this
sample ballot together for the benefit of several
judges who we think are deserving of your vate.
There are so many nomes on the elecfion ballot
this year it is ensy 1o overlook good people who S
will be making important decisions in the lives TN, CONES
of our citizens. While we are both former Shelby Pobute Cout Julge Oiskion
County Democratic Chairmen and our recommen-
dotions are offected by our porty affiliotion, we
thought it wos importont fo promote candidotes,
whether or not they had o background a5 Demo-
trats or Republicuns or Independents.

The judiciary races are non-partison ond, ol the
local level, hove litile ideological imporionce. ) : __
What is important is competence, demeanor, TIVHENIE HOKTHCROSS HURD ; | DANAY KAIL DARMY BAILEY
and compassion, and these judges ond judge Gl Lautlodg, Iskiond dor (harzds hobee oot odge Bk _"'“" “"_' E m_"”
condidoles mee! thot test und more. We are both ) i
pradtiting lowyers and we know the imporfance
of good judges for our cients and for the public
welfare, and we do not think it is appropriate to
ry 10 use their eledtions for portisan gain. Thank
ou for your consideration and be sure fo vote

DAVID COCKE VAN TURNER

Pod fer by Shefby Courty Bomotrais For Change ]
David Cocke, Tieosurer
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The Memphis AFL-CIO Labor Council Official Ballot

bor Unions in Memphis endorses the following candidates)

[V] VOTE

Joe Brown
for City Council

District 8 Pos. 1
“A Man who walks with

S X ' a1 the people”
vt

" { Edmund Ford Sr.

i for Memphis Mayor
‘“A Man you can trust”

Jote Kendrick Sneed for City Council District 1

Kendrick Sneed is a uniformed Shelby County Sheriff's Deputy who regularly
patrols District 1. He has been keeping the residents of Memphis safe from crime
and {dentifies with the needs of the people of Memphis. He will be hard on crime.
He will be the first ever law enforcement person elected to the City
Council.

Z\Iote \Nanda Halbert for City Council District 4
{4 Wanda Halbert was elected to the Memphis City Council in 2007. She has fought to
H ensure that the Citizens of Memphis are cared for. She is a candidate who has
taken on the special interest groups and has consistently fought to ensure that
the future of Memphls is brighter for all Memphians.

Vote Edmund Ford Jr. for City Council District 6

Edmund Ford Jr. Is currently the Councliman for District 6. He is a teacher
in the Memphis City Schools and has worked hard in District 6. He has fought
consistently for the children of Memphis and pledges to continue that fight. He
I has also voted to help keep crime down and taxes low and will continue to
do so.

Vote Janis Fullilove for City Council District 8 Position 2

Janis Fullllove currently serves as the Councilwoman for District 8, Pos. 2.
She has fought to reduce crime and improve life for all Memphlans. She will-fight
to support teachers, police, fire fighters, sanitation workers, MLGW and other
workers. She has pledged to c):ntlnue the fight for the education of our children
and will push for the creation of jobs to ensure that all Memphlans have a brighter
future. "SPEAKING OUT - STANDING STRONG -~ FIGHTING FOR YOU”

Vote Paul Shaffer for City Council District 9 Position 1
Paul Shaffer has proven to be a strong advocate for all workers, keeping
jobs in the City of Memphis and is against any outsourcing of jobs. He will work to
l ensure our economy grows and pledges to keep mohey in the City of Memphis
budget where it needs to be. Paul Shaffer Is for helping Memphilans and “NOT"
giving your money away to special interest groups as his opponent Kemp

Conrad does.
@ Early Voting begins Friday, Sep. 16t thru Saturday, Oct.1%
Election Day Thursday, Oct.6, 2011 J
M-ﬂmﬂm T
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NATIONAL BAR AS SOCIATION

'BENE JONES CHAPTER -
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EXHIBIT
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Or Current Resi
3693 Hermitaae
Memphis TN 3¢

“Congressmian Steve Cohien has been 2 leader on justice and rivil rights
issues and has worked tirstessly on behalf of his constituents. His focus -
on bringing gued jobs, affordable health care, and world class education _~

o Tennessee is why | am proud to once again suppart his re-election.”
- - President Barack-Obama
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OFFICIAL BALLOT

Greater Memphis Demoocratic Club, Inc.

-l:EADERSHIP * INTEGRITY . COMMITMENT

GORDON BALL DEIDR. MALONE JUDGE JOE BROWN
United States Senate _ County Mayor Dist'ict AHomey General

CHEVENNE JOHNSON ) WANDA HALBERT | HZMRI E. BROOKS COLEMAN THOMPSON
Assessor of Proparty Criminal Court Clerk | Junanlia Court Clerlt County Regls’tar

7
Re-ldect et )i ilee Rc-l?.lucéf'ﬁ" Re-Elect
WALTER EVANS LONNIE THOMPSON

Chancellor Part 1 Genaral Sesslons Div. 6

: . vSH.ELB’Y couw'rv SCHOOL BOARD: - -

ROSHUN AUSIIN
Schoo} 8oard Ist 9




